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of the world, its painful perplexities of thought,
and its chaos of conflicting motives, and he
sought in the midst of this to inaugurate a new
order, and by entirely new means. His schemes
were co-extensive with the whole of human life.
There was no force of passion or of faith, of self-
approval or contrition, of joy or pain, with which
he did not consider himself well qualified to deal.
This assertion may at first sight appear startling;
and doubtless, made bluntly, it would have
startled Clifford himself. But we shall see very
shortly that it is neither more nor less than the
truth.

It must not be supposed, however, that
Clifford's practical schemes and teachings at all
superseded his more special studies. The former,
as he conceived them, were but the fulfilment of
the latter, and it was mainly the latter, he
thought, that made him fit for the former. He
did not say that scientific knowledge was inferior
to practical knowledge, but that practical know-
ledge must be made scientific. ' What/ he
asked, ' is the domain of science ? It is all
possible human knowledge which can rightly be
used to guide human conduct.7 And when
knowledge, with a view to such guidance, had